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	Arbiter of the Force and the Princess

Originally this was supposed to be a second chapter to my other story 'The Arbiter and his lovers' but after mulling over the possibilities of this story and where I could go with it I decided to make it an original story. Besides like I've mentioned in some of my author's notes and other stories, I'm all for doing unexpected parings which some people may have noticed in some stories already.

Anyway the Star Wars woman to be paired with The Arbiter will be… Leia Organa!

Cue all of the Han Solo-Leia shippers screaming in rage….. Okay now that's done, I thought I should explain how this romance will go down. Won't be all lovey dovy and what not and I intend for these two's story to span the entire Star Wars movies story meaning episode 4 until Leia either dies in episode either 8 or 9 with some of the stories post Battle of Endor aka Episode six happening, like the Thawn campaigns, and a few other events I like in the Legends expansion that are now no longer cannon for some ridiculous reason, some I get but others come on!

And certain things won't happen like the birth of Leia and Han's other children from the Star Wars Legends brand, Luke Skywalker and Mara Jade marrying and their children and a few other things. Also will Han Solo being around cause some tension between the two's complicated relationship? Yeah because I'm going to try and go for a love triangle but not really a triangle… look its complicated so just sit back and hopefully enjoy the long ride. And trust me these chapters may very well be the longest because of how rich in lore Star Wars is and the fact on what it to seem believable, like the Covenant could actually exists in a universe where there are Sith, Jedi and the like so I have to put in some pretty good detail meaning that this **Star Wars universe is AU in some areas.**

Also The Covenant Empire will be located in the northern, northeastern section of the Star Wars Galaxy. So they're a little out of the way of most of the action most of the time.

Disclaimer: I don't own any Halo, Star Wars, or Mass Effect characters used, seen, or mentioned in this story.

* * *

><p>Chapter 2: Potential friends…<p>

Tantive IV In-route to Sanghelios, 1 week before the events of A New Hope

Leia Organa, the youngest senator to have ever been elected into the Imperial Senate of the Galactic Empire, princess to Alderaan and secretly a member of the Rebel Alliance was currently on a mission for the group she is a member and high ranking leader in to hopefully secure an alliance with the only faction in the known galaxy that could take on the Empire in an all-out war. The Covenant Empire…

Weather they could win or not was a matter of debate, since the faction while only a third the size of Palpatine's Empire, their advance technology and highly trained and disciplined army that actually valued it's men and didn't use them as cannon fodder at least not anymore unlike most Imperial Officers do baring Darth Vader and both sadly and thankfully a few other high ranking members of the Imperial Military who actually had theirs well-maintained and constantly trained made them a force that may be the only armies and fleets that could hold their own... even if only for a moment, but even Vader has said that "To challenge them was a fool's gambit unless they were either over confident in their abilities or incredibly arrogant", Leia is pretty sure that Palpatine is both to one day try something. The war between the two most powerful factions in the known galaxy would play out 'Quality vs. Quantity with some Quality' manner that could cause destruction and death that hasn't been seen since the Great Galactic War and the Clone Wars.

Leia was currently on the bridge of the ship that will get her to Sanghelios, the home world of the ancient warrior race and the political capital of the Covenant. They were using her personal blockade runner given to her by her father and previous senator to her home world, Bail Organa.

Leia was currently dressed in a white dress that called attention to her young but well-shaped body. Even though she is just entering the stages of adulthood, her body has grown in a way that rivaled the figures of famous HoloNet stars like Wynass Starflare and the Emperor's Imperial Palace dancers meaning by human standards she was a goddess in human form, sadly the race she was meeting with that don't appreciate beauty as much, they prefer actions and practically over appearance any day.

'_Shame…I have no problem admiring Sangheili warriors any day of the week.'_ Leia thought with some amusement as she remembered some of the images of armored clad Sangheili swordsmen fighting Jedi Knights in the not too distant past. She had to admit, they pulled off the armored warrior image as good as the Mandalorians do.

"Captain, how long until we reach Sanghelios?" Leia asked in a calm and commanding voice that could stop a regiment.

The captain, a man that her father trusted and one she was starting to like replied "Another three hours ma'am"

Leia nodded at the Captain, pleased to hear that they were actually ahead of schedule. This might get her a few points with the representatives of the Covenant, but it might also be seen as her being over eager and desperate.

"Captain I will retire to my quarters for now, alert me when we've exited hyperspace or if an issue comes up." Leia said as she looked towards the veteran soldier.

The captain nodded "Of course princess"

Leia nodded and turned to leave the bridge and return to her quarters so that she may prepare herself for the highly important meeting and so she can brush up on her history of the people she will be meeting. On the way out of the bridge Leia caught sight of her protocol droid C-3PO and her favorite little astromech R2-D2. The pair were practically inseparable and according to her father, they've seen more action then most soldiers.

"Ah! Mistress Leia, I hope everything is going smoothly" 3PO asked in his well-spoken electronic voice as he saw the approaching princess.

R2 offered his own input in his usual beeps and occasion whirls which Leia understood 75% of the time.

"Yes everything is going smoothly, in fact we're expected to arrive earlier than planned" Leia said as she and the two droids continued to her private quarters passing several security guards on the way.

"Oh, that seems wonderful Mistress. May I ask if you will be requiring my services in translating between you and the Representatives?" 3PO asked as Leia came to her door and entered it followed by R2 and then the golden protocol droid himself.

Leia stretched her arms above her head which caused her well sized chest to extend out more and cause a popping sound from her back before she fell on her bed face first. She then pulled out the hair pins that kept her brown shoulder blade length hair to fall before turning over to address the talkative droid "No 3PO that will not be necessary. I studied plenty of Sangheili when I was younger, however if they have other members of their Empire there who don't speak or understand Basic then I'll let you know."

3PO inclined in acceptance of the answer "Very well ma'am. If you require my assistance do not be afraid to ask as I am well versed in over-"

R2 interrupted the golden droid with a series of beeps and rocked back in forth for a moment.

Leia couldn't really catch what was being said but 3PO's response gave her an idea "I will not mock up the negotiations with my personality and voice you useless bundle of metal" 3PO then tapped R2 on the head which caused the little astromech to bump into his legs causing 3PO to nearly fall.

"Alright you two, go on I want to freshen up a little before we get to our destination" Leia said as she got up and began to usher the two droids out of her room

"You see R2! Your actions have displeased the princess and now-" Leia didn't hear what 3PO had to say as the door closed in the middle of his rant.

Seeing as she had around three hours left she decided to pick up the data pad that had a basic history of the Sangheili Covenant Empire that Alliance command had put together for her to read. She decided to read up on them so she can get a better understanding of the Rebel Alliance's possible future allies as there history with the Republic and the Sith might give her an idea on how to win them over or at least ensure that the Empire never gains them as allies.

According to Rebel spies in the Empire, Palpatine was currently trying to arrange a meeting with leaders of the Covenant to form some kind of alliance. So far the Covenant haven't responded in agreement but according to the Alliance's contacts the representatives of the Empire were making some head way with the client race known as the Kig-Yar or at least one of the sub-species at least and the Kig-Yar were talking to the Covenant leadership.

The thought that the Empire will gain such powerful allies caused Leia to shudder in fear. With the Covenant army and navy backing Palpatine's, the Empire truly will be unstoppable, that is if the Empire's policies on non-human aliens changes which she doesn't see happening anytime soon. But if the Rebels could gain the Covenant's favor before Palpatine they will stand an even greater chance of defeating the manipulative bastard and his army of sadists. Honestly, the only really decent men in the Empire's hierarchy were a few Navy Admirals such as Gilad Pellaeon and to some extent Commander Firmus Piett and a handful of Army Generals who had little influence in the political structure of the Empire, the men who were under the previous mentioned men and Darth Vader himself.

Blunt and violent but even he has morals few as they may be. And oddly enough he's actually spoken out against the Empire's use of slavery on several occasions and is far more tolerant of non-human races than 80% of the Empire is, as he sponsored the recently promoted Grand Admiral Thawn a nearly unparalleled military genius rivaled only by Darth Vader himself, who as a non-human was incredibly lucky to make it as far as he had. That and Vader has on multiple occasions hired non-human bounty hunters and agents to aid him and rumor has it, hired a former Asari commando as his personal assassin and even more outlandish rumor, is in a heated affair with. Weather 'that' rumor is true or not is anyone's guess…

Leia remembered once asking her father why Darth Vader while acts as the chief enforcer of Palpatine's Empire is against many of its core beliefs. She noticed his reply was rather hesitant and for good reason when he stated his opinion all of those years ago…

_Flashback, Alderaan 8 years ago, Royal Palace…_

_Bail was currently in his office watching a news story on the HoloNet. Normally he doesn't really pay attention to it most of the time because it's either propaganda meant to damage the Rebellion's image and their supporters or it's just useless gossip that for some deity forsaken reason Palpatine has let continue to exists. Of all of the things the Emperor did away with after the Republic's fall why couldn't he add those mindless reality shows. Seriously, who cares what the latest outfit the senator from Utapau is wearing or which celebrity is in a relationship with another or broke up with._

'_When I was Leia's age, there were some actually good shows running and the news was actually that, news. Now it's all nonsense with over used drama clichés, violence, sex, and sub-par humor' Bail thought tiredly as it seems class is being replaced with the newer generation of garbage or as Leia calls it 'vids worthy of recognition'. He chuckled at the speech she gave that defended her favorite suspense-sci-fi show about surprisingly, the early years of the Je'daii Order, the precursor to the modern day Jedi Order itself, that features admittedly amazingly talented actress Wynssa Starflare and the story's well developed plots and surprises and other cast members are good and the show was surprisingly accurate on many if not all of the teachings of the ancient order according to Ashoka when he brought it up after a briefing she was part of._

_Anyway the HoloNet currently was doing another story on Darth Vader's latest actions in the name of the Empire. This time it was something actually positive, Vader had finally tracked down and permanently destroyed a rebel terrorist cell that has been behind a series of bombings all throughout the Empire three months after its creation in the wake of the Clone Wars that were targeting everything from Stormtrooper recruitment centers to hospitals and government buildings. They called themselves 'The Released lives of the Sentient'._

_They had no connection to the Rebel Alliance that Bail and several other senators were part of mainly because they never interacted or contacted them. Mainly because these 'rebels' were actually anarchist, meaning that they have no love for any type of government and wish to see any form of authority destroyed. They were a problem for the Republic since a little over 300 years after its creation a little over 25,000 years ago making it the Galaxy's oldest terrorist cell and radical group in current galactic history. While a threat, they were never really that large of a problem when in comparison to the later Sith, Covenant, and Mandalorians, as they mainly stuck to violent protest that rarely ended up with any fatalities and if they did it was usually a small number, but after the war that Jedi masters Revan and Alek who both later became Darth Revan and Darth Malak, led the Republic against the Mandalorians, they reorganized themselves and began to grow more violent and bolder._

_Nothing too extreme at first that would require intervention beyond local system authorities but they did assassinate a few leaders of cities and political parties here and there and may have had a role in a few civil wars that plagued some Republic worlds in the mid-rim and outer-rim in the years following. By the Republic's standards at the time and even today, that was while bad, nothing that hasn't been seen before and nowhere near the strife and chaos caused by the Sith. The Jedi on a few occasions remarked that these men, women, droids, and mono-gender individuals could and would become a major threat to the safety of all if not stopped, sadly the Republic did not head the followers of the light side's warning. The Sith Empires on the other hand saw both the pros and cons of allowing the anarchist group to remain and on several occasions manipulated the group into targeting the Jedi and Republic and on some occasions used them to kill of Sith Lords who were becoming a bit too 'ambitious' or 'radical' even by their standards._

_It wasn't until a little over two hundred years ago when they released a horrible bio weapon on Fondor and Kuat that the Republic and Jedi began to take a more serious and direct action to quelling the band of terrorists. The Supreme Chancellor at the time a former senator from Corellia by the name of Angia Olen had requested Master Yoda to lend several Jedi masters to aid a taskforce put together specifically to hunt down the anarchists. After almost a year, most of the members were captured and or kill and the 'Released lives of the Sentient' faded into almost nothing and was unheard of again until 25 years ago they reemerged and attacked a Hutt stronghold and killed the crime boss who was at the time one of the most powerful crime bosses in the outer-rim if not the strongest with only his distant cousin Jabba the Hutt on par with him in terms of influence and power._

_The Republic would have dealt with them had the Clone Wars not broke out, and the more passionate and charismatic members of 'The Released lives of the Sentient' used this war as a great example that the Republic was corrupt and unjust along with the Confederacy of Independent Systems to gain quite a bit of followers. When Palpatine took control he used his new power and authority to have the 'Released lives of the Sentient' hunted down and destroyed by his Inquisition corps and his apprentice Darth Vader, commander of all remaining Fett Clones ranging from standard troopers to the highly trained ARC and Commando units and were all placed into the 501__st__, 212__th__, and 104__th__ legions and renamed aptly 'Vader's Fist' and Supreme Commander of the entire Galactic Military._

_They were considered to be the second largest threat to Palpatine's power after the Jedi and the old politician would not have decades of hard work destroyed by an aging band of psychopaths. Still the Released lives of the Sentient didn't survive almost as long as the Galactic Republic which lasted for over 25,000 years without learning how to hide and fight, that and they were split into many organized splinter cells that ranged from a handful of individuals to a small army all across the mid-rim and outer-rim. In fact if Vader wasn't hunting down Jedi survivors from Order 66 and the purge that followed he was almost always chasing down the anarchists. But after almost six years Darth Vader had finally snuffed out the last of the ancient order that predated even the one he is part of by more than twelve thousand years._

_As Bail was about to turn off the vid and join his wife for an afternoon meal, his door opened and in walked his 11 year old daughter. She looked at the vid that was still praising Vader's actions and frowned slightly._

"_What did he do this time? Conquer a planet that refused to pay the Emperor's taxes" Leia asked with some annoyance as she crossed her arms in a huff_

_Bail chuckled at his daughter's remark "No… actually believe it or not he's actually done something good for a change, and not for just the Empire but everyone else as well"_

_Leia looked a little surprised before returning her attention to the story to hear what happened. Contrary to popular belief Bail didn't raise Leia to hate unknown to her biological father. For one, he knew that it wasn't really the man's fault he became what he is today. Most of it had to do with Palpatine or Darth Sidious manipulating everyone himself included in both the Republic and Separatists for decades and Anakin Skywalker becoming the most powerful Sith Lord alive since Darth Bane was just icing on the grand cake he made. That and Vader wasn't the first Jedi to turn to the dark side as deep as he had and Masters' Yoda, Obi-won, Leia's mother Padme, Ashoka Tano Anakin's former apprentice, and even himself believed that the man could still be helped… the thing is, does Vader want to be saved after spending over 20's living as Palpatine's apprentice? _

_The second reason why Bail and his wife who was also aware of Leia's birth parents never did was because the man has lost everything trying to save his wife and unborn child but unknown to him twins and if he or more realistically, when he learns of Leia's origins and she's been raised to hate him and actively tried to have him killed, it very well may drive him over the edge and destroy what very, very little good there is left in the cybernetic force user. According to what few Jedi work with the Alliance like Master Rahm Kota, Ashoka and even Yoda himself said that Vader's power is said to be on par Revan's when he was a Sith Lord._

_Bail watched as Leia studied the image of Imperial forces in a far more organized manner than most other Stormtrooper units storming the last stronghold of the rebel base with Vader himself at the front of his troops that were under enough heavy fire that the sheer volume could probably be walked on by Bail all the way to the Wookie home world of Kashyyyk. He had to give the man credit, Vader unlike 95% of the Imperial officers in the military was more than willing to take the same risks if not greater as his men._

_Bail then cleared his throat to gain his daughter's attention "Leia, as bad as Vader is and often portrayed to be by the Empire he isn't that evil when compared to other men and women in the Empire. Make no mistake however, I don't condone many of the actions he has done and likely will do, but at least with Vader he isn't in it for the sick thrill of it… he's just doing what he thinks is best for the galaxy as a whole and sometimes… I find myself hard to disagree with some of his views."_

_10 year old Leia frowned at her father's answer "But why does he do the things he does? Why support a government that he doesn't agree with most of the time?"_

_Bail didn't answer his daughter right away, instead he looked out towards the countryside of his home for a few moments before turning back to his daughter. "Because as great as the Republic was in its golden age and even though I supported it and would like to see it or something similar reestablished, it in its final decades had become something that was almost as corrupt as the Empire is today." Bail slowly walked around his desk before leaning back on it and crossed his arms as he looked at the HoloNet Screen that was now on silent thanks to his personal A.I. seeing that the noise would be a distraction._

_Bail seeing he still had his daughter's attention continued "The Republic was losing support in many of the mid-rim and outer-rim systems and our political relations with the Covenant Empire were growing tense again. Many of the laws and reforms and new acts that could have fixed these issues were constantly stone walled in the Senate by either a veto, not enough support, or even worse… filibusters." Bail shuddered as he remembered just how long some senators would go on for. Once a senator from Fondor talked for so long that Bail was on the verge of saying no to the bill that would have helped reform the registration process for new systems looking to join the Republic if the man would just shut the hell up!_

"_So… Vader is supporting an oppressive monarchy because of a bunch of greedy politicians?" Leia asked in confusion and slight disbelief_

_Bail snorted in amusement "No, doubt they helped but no. The real reason is…"_

_Bail looked towards his door to see it be remotely locked by his A.I. and entered a code into the holographic display on his desk that jammed any bugs that may have been planted by Imperial spies. Bail then looked to his daughter with a serious expression_

"_Leia what I'm about to tell you is a dangerous secret that if you are heard saying or even show evidence that you are aware the Empire will ensure it doesn't spread from you, me, your mother and everyone we are close to, do you understand?" Bail watched his daughter nod her head with some hesitance before he continued _

"_Darth Vader was born in the outer-rim where he and his mother eventually became slaves. Since the Republic's influence that far away from the core worlds there was almost no law and order and practices as that were freely allowed to grow. So Vader grew up having some resentment to the Republic for not living up to promises it made centuries ago and constantly claimed to enforce and see them through. When he finally achieved freedom and went to Coruscant where he eventually became a Jedi, he still had some of that resentment for the Republic in him. During his training under the Jedi he saw how in his mind they were used as tools and enforcers of the corrupt Republic and that many politicians were gaining more wealth while many other worlds and its people lost theirs. This became even more prominent during the Clone Wars where many worlds suffered, some by the Republic itself. Palpatine saw and used this to his advantage to sway the powerful force user to his side in the end by further influencing Vader's critical view of the Republic and slowly changing his outlook on the Jedi that Palpatine was purposely damaging for years. You see Leia, Vader didn't help bring down the Republic and the Jedi simply because he was ordered to or believed that the Empire was better… he did it because he was tired of living and serving under a corrupt government that was already dying and wouldn't let it drag him or others down with it and take from him his last bit of happiness in the then war torn galaxy. Which ironically enough Palpatine succeeded in anyway." The senator of Alderaan said in a grim tone as the final hours of the Clone Wars and the actions seen and done echoed through his mind_

_Leia was quite for several moments before asking in a small voice "…Who was he trying to protect?"_

_Bail was quite for a long time after that question was asked as he mulled over his options and what he says could very well effect the future both good and bad. After what felt like hours he finally answer his daughter's question in a quiet tone_

"_His wife and… daughter"_

_Flashback End_

Leia heard something fall which dragged her out of her thoughts as she looked for the source of the noise. It was another HoloPad that she had with her that discussed the possible benefits of an alliance between the Covenant and Rebellion. After reaching down to pick it up which caused some of Leia's hair to fall to her left side, she placed the pad back on her night stand next to her bed before lying back on the pillows and began to read the report…

**Brief Overview of the origins of the Covenant Empire to modern day**

**Before the first war between the Republic and the Sith, the Sangheili on their home world of Sanghelios in the then unknown regions of the northern arms of the galaxy had finally united all of the city states on Sanghelios and created the 'Kaidon Hierarchs Council' a group of the 7 most powerful Sangheili city states on Sanghelios who acted as the ruling body for their race, after almost 200 years of warfare and conquest. Not even 30 years later they achieved faster than light travel and spent almost 19 years colonizing the planets and moons in their home system before expanding and coming into contact with a Republic cruiser 60 years prior to the Great Hyperspace War who had suffered damage from a small pirate fleet. **

**The meeting was at first tense but quickly calmed when the Crew of the Republic heavy cruiser named Harvest explained that they were merely passing through the system and were unaware of the Sangheili's recent advancements and expansion to their at the time unoccupied neighboring star system. They soon explained the existence of the Galactic Republic and a host of other topics related to it, such as the function of the Republic, the Jedi Order and their roles in helping maintain the peace. The crew of the Republic Cruiser Harvest then contacted the Senate who sent a delegation to Sanghelios to meet with the Kaidon Hierarchs, to see if the newly discovered alien species would like a seat in the Galactic Senate. Another important figure who attended the meeting was the Arbiter whose name was never given out of respect for his privacy by the Kaidons whose two main roles in the Sangheili society and later Covenant society was that of Supreme Commander of the Military and Chief Diplomat and had a standing on par with the Hierarchs in terms of influence and political power.**

**The Kaidons after almost a week of discussing it amongst themselves and the lesser Kaidons who made up the 'Council of Leaders', a sort of congress that handled the day to day operations of Sanghelios and its recently made colonies on planets and moons both in their home system and the neighboring system they were first encountered. They told the Republic that they at the time weren't interested in joining another Galactic power until they consolidated their claims and allowed their race to grow use to being a space faring species. There were several other less reasons made, but the Republic respected the Sangheili's answer and left the race be.**

**Over the next 40 years the Sangheili would reform and revolutionize their military and culture as they expanded into the surrounding star systems that until then were largely uninhabited and unclaimed and forged a small state of power. In this time the Sangheili encountered the insect species Yanme'e that appeared out of the Unknown regions fleeing a devastating war they lost to another insect like species. After a brief but brutal naval battle between the two races, a peace accord was made between the High Queen of the Yanme'e and the Arbiter that allowed the Yanme'e to colonize several planets in one of the five Sangheili controlled systems. The Sangheili soon discovered three new primitive alien races in two of the star systems they assimilated. One system was home to the Uggony, a short stocky alien race they saw as a possible addition to their slowly growing empire and the other star system was home to the worm like Lekgolo who formed sentient colony gestalts and the Sharquoi.**

**The Sangheili halted their expansion that now possessed over 15 systems, with over 43 inhabited worlds and 58 colonized moons. When the newly discovered Sith Empire declared war against the Republic, the Sangheili oddly stayed out of the conflict as a whole with the only involvement being when a Sith destroyer had attacked a Yanme'e freighter but was driven off by the Sangheili's new and eventually iconic CAS-Battle Cruiser. This action caused the Sangheili and Yanme'e to enter negotiations again and eventually formed the Writ of Union and secretly began to uplift the three races they discovered and be incorporated into their growing army and navy. **

**The Covenant officially came into being a little over a decade after the Great Hyperspace War that was fought Between Naga Sadow's Sith Empire and the Galactic Republic. The Sangheili and Yanme'e along with several races that they 'uplifted' reformed the Writ of Union in to a sort of Imperial government and used the time that the Republic was recovering from the first of many bloody wars with the Sith to acquire dozens of worlds under their banner. This movement led to the discovery of the Jiralhanae, a later revealed sub-species of the Wookies taken from Kaskyyyk that were genetically altered by the ancient Rakata Empire thousands of years before and the Kig-Yar, an avian reptilian hybrid species.**

**The Republic and Jedi would have tried to stop them if they had the manpower and resources, but the war with the Sith took its toll and they were forced to sit by and watch, that and the Republic's government became pretty unpopular to many after the then Supreme Chancellor tried to have the entire Sith race exterminated in a type of genocidal purge. While yes the Sith did cause a lot of death and destruction in their war with the Republic, to condemn the entire race and attempt genocide went against everything the Republic and Jedi stood for. Sadly there were even more people who disagreed with that statement and had no problem in enacting the Chancellor's order.**

**It wasn't until almost several years later that the Republic was ready to take on the Sangheili but it was too late, the planets that were either colonized or conquered were reinforced and heavily guarded by armies and fleets with decades of fighting experience and maned by several races whose entire culture was based on war. The Jedi at the time seeing this offered to help broker a truce between the Republic and the Covenant, so long as the Covenant didn't try to conquer more Republic worlds or initiate acts of war the Republic would not act against them. War sadly wasn't avoided, it was merely postponed.**

**There were numerous loopholes in the agreement and both sides knew it, but the Covenant kept to its word and halted any expansion into Republic space… at least until the Sith reemerged under one of the most powerful Sith lords in history Darth Vitiate over a thousand years later. They remained neutral in this war but everyone knew that they favored the Sith Empire more than the Republic and would trade and even let the Sith establish a few outposts on some of their outer colony worlds, heavily monitored obviously but that was a hell of a lot more than what the Sangheili and their client races offered the Republic. However in the last four or five years of the war the Covenant ended its truce with the Sith when an Arbiter by the name of ****Ussa 'Xellus, who**** in his travels discovered a race conquered in the Unknown regions known as the Asari, a beautiful feminine looking mono-gender race who were enslaved and sold throughout the Sith Empire as sex slaves similar to the Twi'lek females were. **

**Still after the collapse of this resurgent Sith Empire the Covenant more or less faded into the background of Galactic history for next several thousand years, only occasionally popping up when it was discovered that they were starting to expand a bit into the unknown regions and assimilate former Sith controlled worlds such as Thessia the home world of the Asari into the Covenant along with the mysterious Huragok. At one point after the Sith who formed the Brotherhood of Darkness were defeated and thought wiped out, a Sangheili became a Jedi and rose to be on the Jedi council for a decade before dying of old age.**

**It wasn't until over 700 years before Leia was born when the Republic and the Covenant finally came to blows. The Supreme Chancellor at the time was an old idealistic Twi'lek who saw the Sangheili's rule over the Uggony, one of three races they uplifted at the beginning of their empire, cruel and bordered on slavery. The Chancellor knew the Republic as a whole wouldn't support a war and knew that negations would likely take years if they even succeed. So he along with a few other likeminded senators two of them being from Naboo and Alderaan** (This one catching her by surprise and making Leia a little nervous now) **secretly met with the Uggony leaders and helped fund an attempted uprising against the Sangheili that would have the effect of freeing the short alien race and weakening the Covenant Empire.**

**Soon the Uggony with the use of their rapid breeding rate and large numbers along with weapons supplied secretly by the group of senators rebelled against the other races of the Covenant with surprising ferocity and determination. The rebellion lasted for over a month, before the Covenant composed of the Swords of Sanghelios, the Yanme'e Hives, Kig-Yar Correlation, Sharquoi Clans, Jiralhanae Tribes, Huragok Colonies, Lekgolo Gestalts, The Asari Republics, and a decent amount surviving members of the Sith race put it down… hard. **

**The Covenant threatened to 'glass' half the home world of the Uggony before they surrendered. Then in an action that even today surprises people the Sangheili not only forgave the rebellious race but improved and raised their status in the Empire from labor force and on occasion cannon fodder to near equals, allowing them seats in government and other prestigious positions that were until then reserved for the Sangheili, Yanme'e, Asari and some Jiralhanae.**

**It was this that caused the Uggony to eventually blow the whistle on the Chancellor's plan and the Covenant not even a month afterwards declared total war. And the Republic finally got a taste first hand on just how powerful the correlation of aliens was that was able to not only maintain a powerful standing in a galaxy that was fought for by either the many powerful Sith Organizations or the then 23,000 year old Galactic Republic and it's Jedi allies but also its rise to prominence as one of the most powerful military powers in Galactic history in both the pre Republic era and post Republic era.**

**The war which would come to be later known as Republic-Covenant war lasted for over three years, and in that time over a dozen Republic worlds were partially glassed ranging from 15% to over 34% and one completely glassed and more or less drove the Republic into an economic depression that lasted for almost a decade after the war. Casualties on the Covenant's side numbered in the millions near ten million, but the Republic's went into the tens of millions nearing 100 million by the end. **

**The Covenant had several advantages over the Republic that allowed them near victory, one is that their military force was still standing unlike the Republic's that was decommissioned as a result of the Ruusan Reformation and was highly diverse and each race brought its own unique contribution to the war effort, a well maintained and armed navy that was capable of orbital bombardment with their Plasma Energy Projectors and large and highly effective warships that even today dwarf most of the Empire's star destroyers with only the new nearly completed Super Star Destroyer Dreadnaught and the still under construction Eclipse class Dreadnaught coming close to rival the Covenant's largest and most powerful ship, The CAS- Super Carrier, which were all under the command of the Arbiter of the Sangheili. The Sangheili's name was Fal'Chavam who is currently considered to be the 'Greatest Arbiter' in the History of the Covenant Empire and reported to have been a force user on par with some of the most powerful Jedi masters including Master Yoda himself at the time. **

**The final reason the Covenant had nearly won was the results of the reptilian sub species of Kig-Yar known as the ****Ibie'sh**** making alliances with many enemies of the Republic, particularly in the Outer Rim with various crime syndicates. **

**Still the Republic was no pushover and had a few advantages over their superior war waging adversaries. First was the Republic was at the time almost 5 times the size of the Covenant meaning they had greater resources to pull from and by proxy a large recruiting pool from worlds whose inhabitants could match some of the species in the Covenant and increased the size of the Judicial Forces . Second, the Jedi were an instrumental piece in helping Republic forces deal with the nearly unparalleled swordsmanship of the Sangheili, the size and brute strength of the Sharquoi and Lekgolo gestalts, raw savagery of the Jiralhanae and the force powers of the Asari and few Sith that remained. The third and final reason was the Republic also had allies in the Mandalorians whose warriors are said to be on par with the Sangheili… and they lived up to the claim much to the delight of the Sangheili who saw the Manadlorians as worthy foes.**

**After the war, the Republic and Covenant signed a new peace treaty which was more of an armistice if anything else that put an end to hostilities. Ever since then the Covenant as stayed out of most Republic affairs and only got involved if their interest were threatened such as during the Clone Wars around 21 years ago when a large tibanna gas and Interstellar gas shipment meant for the oldest Covenant colony Onyx was destroyed by Separatist forces when the transport ship of almost 300 was caught in a space battle between General Skywalker's forces and some Separatist leader.**

**This action nearly caused the Covenant to enter the war on the Republic's side but Dukoo offered the commander responsible for the incident as compensation and as an attempt to placate the military juggernaut. The Covenant very, very reluctantly agreed to the terms from the urging Asari and remained neutral for the rest of the war, but it was clear to many that the next time there will be no reasoning, in fact the Covenant may very well enter the war as a third party.**

**After the Clone Wars ended and the Galactic Empire was formed, the Covenant closed all channels to the 'civilized' galaxy and entered a state of isolationism while securing all of their worlds in the event the Empire tries to attack. **

**Report End**

Leia placed the data pad down as she mulled over the information she read. The Covenant obviously have no love for the Republic when it was still in power and while they never supported the Sith in the past, it appeared they preferred them at least until the treatment of the Asari was discovered.

A beeping sound was heard that gained Leia's attention. She rose from her bed and approached the source which was revealed to be her communicator.

She answered it "Yes?"

The voice of the Captain came through "Ma'am we are exiting Hyperspace and are on approach to Sanghelios now"

Leia was a bit surprised on how long she was reading that report but didn't let it affect her response "Thank You Captain, I will be down momentarily"

"Yes ma'am" the line was ended as Leia placed her communicator back down and made her way to her wardrobe.

Because of Sanghelios's warm weather she would have to wear something a bit more… suited for the climate. As a result Leia traded in her formal white dress for a well-made white sleeveless shirt, long white pants that were loose enough to allow Leia full range of her legs, and a pair of black custom made boots that held a concealed knife. Leia also mad her hair into a simple pony tail before grabbing her personal blaster pistol and its holster and made her way to the bridge.

Leia arrived on the bridge just as Sanghelios came into view and Leia was not disappointed in what she saw. The planet was roughly twice the size of Alderaan and had a reddish brown appearance with a few prominent oceans dotting the landmasses. It looked like there was a small storm brewing in the south east corner of the planet but luckily Leia's meeting with The Arbiter was in a northwestern keep called Vadam.

One of the pilots then spoke up "Ma'am, we have a destroyer in bound. Says it's going to send a shuttle that will carry you down to the surface"

Leia frowned at that, she wasn't too comfortable stepping foot on a planet without some kind of guard. Not that she couldn't take care of herself, but Leia knew that she has little chance in beating a Sangheili warrior with only her blaster and no armor or shielding of some kind. Still she couldn't complain as the Covenant was being generous enough to even have an audience with her and the Rebellion in the first place.

"Very well, Tell them that I will be in the hanger awaiting for extraction" Leia ordered the ensign as she made her way off the bridge with the Captain and a few guards as the pilot did as she asked.

* * *

><p>And scene.<p>

So what do you all think about a complicated love story in a complicated universe? Also you people will notice in this story that I am a fan to Darth Vader and who wouldn't be? The guy is what made Star Wars with his mere existence.

So next chapter involves Leia meeting the current Arbiter and learning a bit more on why the Covenant seem unwilling to speak with the Empire.


End file.
